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Back to the hot seat

Crores have been spent on equipments that still await qualified
handlers. Purchases have been made at prices inflated more
than double the MRP, and chairs have been procured even before
its operations and operators are not yet ready. These are the
uncomfortable yet deniable truth that has been unearthed due
to the diligence and unwavering spirit of the journalistic
fraternity of the state. The story of the Regional Institute of
Medical Sciences (RIMS), regarded as one of the premier medical
institutions in the North eastern region of the country and the
pride of Manipur have so far been a mixed bag of emotions as
far as the ‘common man’ is concerned- the majority of the
public who sought treatment and cure for their myriad ailments
and sufferings. A number of private hospitals with specialized
staffs and state-of-the-art treatment facilities have been
established and are doing brisk business, but RIMS has remained
the preferred destination for a majority of the people seeking
respite from their ailments because of the affordable cost of
treatment. But scratch the surface and almost everyone who
have had the unfortunate and harrowing experience of being
hospitalized at the premier medical institution have a
disappointing experience to narrate.

Stories of inadequacy, negligence and inefficiency abound, and
the repeated report of misappropriation of funds during the
procurement of equipments for the Dental College is but a tip
of the iceberg as far as mismanagement and abusive
administration is concerned. The systemic rot and the
institutionalized corrupt practices right from securing a special
ward to according preferential treatment for the patients, not
to mention the nexus between the touts peddling medicines for
a commission and the medical staff recommending particular
chemists for these medicines is mind boggling to put it mildly,
to the point where one starts wondering if the whole setup is
for benefitting from the unfortunate patients seeking some
respite from their sufferings.

For those privileged lot who can afford the medical bill and
charges of the private clinics and hospitals, the travails of the
common man might appear to be just a section in the
newspapers, but for those who are struggling to save the lives
of their loved ones the efforts are all too overpowering. And
despite repeated reports and complaints, the sad story
continues.

For all its tall claims and declarations, very little- if at all, have
so far been done to assuage the difficulties of the common
public by the authorities or the state government. Is there no
way where the state government have a say in making efforts
to address the situation? And if there is any, why is the present
government still playing the dumbfounded audience while the
common people of the entire region are being taken for a ride
taking advantage of their compromised circumstances?
Enquiries and investigations are all very heartwarming and
welcome, but the real meaning of the proposed fight against
corruption spearheaded by the Biren-led BJP government will
come to light when those responsible for the rot and decay in
the effort to alleviate pain and suffering of the common public
and the declared agenda of improving the healthcare of the
common people are brought to book in an exemplary manner.
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Cong MPfrom Andhra forced to withdraw from Rajya Sabha

PTI The chairman repeatedly askedleader of the Opposition an
New Delhi, Feb 7:Rajya Sabha Rao to go back to his seatenior Congress leader Ghula

dand shall absent himself during
nthe remainder of the dag’

Chairman MVenkaiah Naidu saying he will not tolerate suchNabi Azad said his party doesmeeting.”

today invoked the rule book tobehaviour
force Congress

not approve of Rag’behaviour

Naidu then directed Rao to either

MP KVP Some members urged theNaidu repeatedly asked Rao togo back to his seat or withdraw

Ramachandra Rao to withdrawchairman to proceed with thego back to his seat and when hérom the proceedings of the
from the House for the rest of thelisted business, but Naidu ruledefused, he invoked Rule 255 ofHouse for the rest of the day
day after he refused to end highat the House was not in ordeRules and Procedures of RajyaRao ignored his party colleagues

protest in théNell to press for a if even one member was in theSabha.
special package foAndhra Well.
Pradesh.
During the zero hoyrRao stood before him -

who asked him to return to the

He said that rule 255 states, “Theseat. He chose to withdraw from
He said he had two alternativeChairman may direct any memberthe House, terming the entire
adjourn thewhose conduct is in his opinionepisode as “very unfortunate”.

in theWell holding a placard that proceedings or name the membegrossly disorderly to withdraw He then picked up his belongings

read “Help Fight For Justice to The chairman asked Ragparty
Andhra Pradesh” right in front of the Congress, to persuade himand any member so ordered
Naidu’s seat. to go back to his seat.

immediately from the Council and walked out of the House.

torhe House took up the listed

withdraw shall do so forthwith business thereafter

As Maldives crisis worsens, Nasheed returns to main stac

spotlight after a Supreme Courtlater on a promise to make thewould result in his arrest.

Agence France-Presse

Maldives, Feb. 7:A decade after ruling that has plunged hisholiday paradise islands carborivameen has slowly ratcheted up

he swept to power in the Maldives’ homeland into chaos. neutral within a decade.

his crackdown on dissent, using

first democratic elections, exiled He is calling for help to deposeln 2009, he held an underwatetroops to shut down parliament

opposition leader MohamedPresidentAbdulla Yameen, cabinet meeting in an effort t

oand jailing critics, as the

Nasheed is again pushing forwhose refusal to comply with press the world to cap carborMaldives’ battered image as an

change — by force if necessary -the courts order to release high-emissions. He also
as his island homeland spirals intoprofile political prisoners drew eyebrows by announcing hi
crisis. international censure. intention to buy a new homelan
Nasheed made history in 2008The surprise court ruling — sinceto relocate the Maldives’ entir
when he defeated Maumoonoverturned after the presidentpopulation.

Abdul Gayoom - therAsia’s declared a state of emergencyBut he was pushed aside in 20|
longest-serving leader — afterand arrested two top judges -after weeks of street protests o
three decades of unchallengedpened a new chapter for thethe sacking of a judge, and a yg
rule. veteran opposition leadewho later lost a controversial run-o
In the years that followed, thehas appealed to regionalagainstyameen — half-brother t
charismatic young president wonsuperpower India to send inhis old foe Gayoom.
international renown as atroops and restore democracy By 2016 he was again in exile
campaigner against climateNasheed spent decades building.ondon, securing politica|
change and the rising sea levels pro-democracy movement inasylum with the help of high
posing an existential threat to theexile before his 2008 election. profile human rights lawyekmal
low-lying Indian Ocean He was repeatedly arrested foiClooney

archipelago. speaking out against theYameens regime, furious, tore u
But he fled into exile after he wasgovernment in the 1990s and hehis passport. Nasheed insisted
convicted and jailed in 2015 on aestablished the Maldivianwas “a refugee” but still
terrorism charge widely seen asDemocratic Party (MDP), now Maldivian national.

politically motivated. the main opposition, in exile in In early 2017, he announced fro|
Now Nasheed, whose tumultuousSri Lanka and Britain after Colombo his intention t
life in prison and politics has leaving the Maldives in 2003. challenge Yameen for theg
earned comparisons to NelsorHe returned in 2005 and waspresidency — even thoug|
Mandela, is back in the globalelected president three yearstepping foot in the Maldive

At least 4 killed, 145 missing after earthqua
hitsTaiwanTourist area

NDTV dressed in fluorescent orange anéresidenfsai Ing-wen went to th

Taiwan, Feb. 7: Rescuers combed red suits and wearing helmetsscene of the quake early g

through the rubble of collapsedsearched for residents trapped iWednesday to help direct resci
operations.

H uildings onWednesday some apartment blocks.
Assam Rlﬂes IeCture CondUCtS Olbsing their hands as they searcheHiualien is home to about 100,000'The president has asked t

drug awarenedsr school student

for about 145 people missing after goeople. Its streets were buckled byabinet and related ministries
magnitude 6.4 earthquake struckhe force of the quake, with aroundmmediately launch the ‘disaste¢

Imphal, Feb. 7:11 Assam Rifles to easy availability of various "€ar the populaFaiwanese tourist 40,000 homes left without water andmechanism’ and to work at th

of 26 SectoAssam Rifles under kinds of drugs through theCity of Hualien overnight. estra QIS
has beerftleastfour people were killed andEmergency workers surrounded &sai’s ofice said in a statement.

the aegis of IGAR (South)porous borders,

conducted a lecture on drugaffected by the menace severely225 injuredin the quake that hit neadamaged residential building in theTaiwan

around 1,900 without power fastest rate on disaster relief work

Semiconducto

awareness for students andndividuals shared their storiesth€ coastal city just before midnightareaWindows had collapsed andManufacturing Co, the world’

youth at

village, Tengnoupal district on have been victim of drug abuseS@id- The latest figures from ground at a 40-degree angle.

Chikkim Veng about their acquaintances whd1600 GMT) onTuesday officials  the building was wedged into thelargest contract chipmaker an

major Apple suppliey said initial

06 Feb 2018A total of 185 (15 and how non-cooperation fromgovernment data indicated 145Rescuers worked their way aroundaissessments indicated no imp.

teachers and 170 studentsjamily members

importance

against drug abuse amongst thagainst the menace of dru
society Chikkim Veng village, abuse and help in thrashing th

being a border village and duedrug supplies from foreign.

further People were missing.

attended the lecture. Speciahggravate the situation. TheMany of those were believed to beresidents looked on from behind

emphasis was laid on thelecture concluded by taking aStill trapped inside buildings, cordoned-off roads. an ; : )
of awarenessunanimous pledge to fightlncludlngamllltaryhospltal.af'terthe We were still open when it China considers part of its territor,

Congress Vivek Dhakad takes oath as M

PTI and took the oath in English.

and through the building while from the earthquake.
Taiwan, a self-ruled island th

uake hit about 22 km northeast ohappened,” said Lin Ching-wen, lies near the junction of two tecton|
ualien onTaiwan'’s east coast. who operates a restaurant near thelates and is prone to earthquak|
Aftershocks with a magnitude of atmilitary hospital. An earthquake with a magnitude
least 5.0 could hit the island in the“l grabbed my wife and children 6.1 struck nearby on Sunday
ext two weeks, the government saidand we ran out and tried to rescuélore than 100 were killed in a qual
apanese, Czech and mainlangeople,” he said. in southernTaiwan in 2016, and
Chinese nationals were among thé\ Reuters video showed largesomeTaiwanese remain scarred

Jaipur, Feb 7: Congress Vivek  With this, the Congresgally in the injured. cracks in the road, while police anda 7.6 magnitude quake that was f
Dhakad who won the MandalgarhHouse of 200 members has increase®lesidents waited and watchedemergency services tried to helpacross the island and killed mo
seat assembly in the recently heldo 25. Bypolls were held onanxiously as emergency workersanxious people roaming the streetghan 2,000 people in 1999.

raiseddyllic island paradise fades into

smirage.
d

© J-K situation
2

= has worsened,
© says Cong in

0

. Rajya Sabha

| PTI

t New Delhi, Feb 7:The issue of

the daring escape of an arrested

Lashkare-Taiba (LeT) militant

p from a Srinagar hospital was raised
him the Rajya Sabha todayith the
Congress saying the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir has

mworsened.

Raising the issue during the Zero
Hour, Leader of Opposition and
hsenior Congress leader Ghulam
5 NabiAzad said the situation, not

just in Srinagarbut also in the
mu province has worsened.
l gh the government is
claiming that situation in the state
is better than the past decade, the
ground reality is different, he said.
2 Yesterday 22-yearold
nMohammed Naveed Jhutt alias
@Abu Hunzala escaped from the
custody of jail officials after his
essociates opened fire on his
lcescorts, when he was brought to
2rShri Maharaja Hari Singh Hospital
ein Srinagar for a check-up.
JAzad also asked why Jhutt, a
Pakistani who was arrested in
2014, was brought to a civilian
hospital and not taken to the army

chospital.
The incident, he said, does not
aceflect well on the state
government, the Centre and the
country

t“The Government should be
vigilant so that such situations
care not repeated,” he said.
e#zad sought a discussion on the
pfworsening security situation in
Jammu and Kashmir in the current
ceor the next session of Parliament.
Vivek K Tankha (Cong) said a
bydialogue should be started to
eltreate an atmosphere to faciliate
rethe return of Kashmiri Pandits to
theValley.

bypolls today took oath as aMandalgarhAssembly andAjmer
Member of LegislativeAssembly and Alwar Lok Sabha seats on
(MLA) in Rajasthan. January 29 which all were won b

The swearing-in ceremony wasthe opposition Congress.
held at 11 am. Dhakad was sworrAll the three seats were with BJH
in by Speaker Kailash Meghwal before the bypolls.

Name changed

1, the undersigned@asant Kumar Jain, Residencef 43- Mahavir
PharmacyoldAssembly Road PO.Imphal, Imphalest, Manipur do
hereby declare that, | have wholly renounced, relinquished |an|
abandoned the use of old naN&thmal Jain, as | have assumed m
new namdasant Kumar Jain. sd/

Basant Kumar Jain.
43 Mahavir PharmagpldAssembly
Road PO.Imphal, Imph&Vest,
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